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allies, from which the British flag was excluded, as subject to
the same restrictions, in respect of trade and navigation, as if
actually "blockaded in the most strict and vigorous manner, and
prohibited all trade in articles the produce or manufacture of
such countries or colonies. Finally, this series of violent mani-
festoes was made complete, by the famous Milan Decree, issued
by Bonaparte, December 17, 1807, by which every vessel, of
whatever nation, that should have submitted to be searched by
British cruisers, was declared to have lost the neutral char-
acter ; every neutral vessel sailing between British ports, with
any species of cargo, was declared to be good prize ; and these
rigorous measures were to be continued toward every neutral
nation, until it had caused England to respect the rights of
its flag.

These stupendous assumptions of a power which the public
law gave to neither of the belligerents, operated more inju-
riously upon the .commerce of the United States than upon
that of any other country in the world. In fact, we were then
almost the only carrying nation that was not directly or indi-
rectly a party to the war; and we had, in consequence, ever
since it began, possessed a large part of the carrying trade of
the globe. "We were thus reduced to the dilemma of being
driven froni the seas, or of compelling one or both of the belli-
gerents to recede from their unwarrantable positions. "Which
of them was originally or was most in the wrong ; against
which it was our policy to fight, or to which it was expedient
to lean; and what were the measures, short of actual war, that
ought to be adopted by us, were the questions on which our
political parties differed from the moment when our commerce
began, to feel the effects of a contest that involved every part
of the European world and nearly every colonial dependency
of a European power. 'Many of the commercial classes in this
country naturally felt that the aggressions of France and the
ambition of Bonaparte had originally created this enormous
disturbance in the relations of nations; and they as naturally
believed that affairs were not to be improved5by our siding
with France against England. In the Eastern States, the com-
mercial towns were generally the political strongholds of the
Federalists; and the Federalists had been, from the first, clis-